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poet, in whom the spirit of modern Kannada shone forth,
in spite of the old groove in which it moved. He is the poet
of transition, the last of the ancients and the first of the
moderns. Scientific works, numbering over fifty, on medi-
cine, mathematics, astrology etc., as well as numerous
ethical and philosophical works have been written in Kan-
nada in the course of its literary history. In conclusion, it
may be noted that the total number of authors is more thapi
a thousand, a figure that gives us " an idea of the extent of
the wealth of Kannada literature 'V

CHAPTER XIII

From this brief survey of Kannada literature, it is clear
that Kannada has had a long and rich literary tradi-
tion. But the greatness of this literature does not lie
merely in the period of time that it covered or in the num-
ber of authors. It will be seen that it lies in the various
forms of expression, used by the men of letters from time to
time, as well as in their literary achievement in respect of
matter and manner. During the classical period, Sanskrit
literature served as a model and, consequently, imitation of
Sanskrit forms of composition held the field. But we still
find that those forms were very often adapted to Kannada
with certain important innovations. In ' Kavirajamarga',
for instance, we get references to two kinds of composition
said to be Kannada in origin viz., * Bedande' and '

1 R. Narasimiacarya:   Kavicarite,    Vol. Ill, intro.
p. xxxvi.      * Kavirajamarga I-J2, 34, 35,